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The art of funerals
By Linds Sanders
He stood at the mouth of the furnace and made deliberate, kind eye
contact with me before I came to join him. “Now, you’re going to see a
cremated body,” said Rick Evans, owner of Garden City Funeral Homes.
I was thankful for the warning, but I did not know what to expect.
Flashes of gaping mouths, exposed teeth and charcoaled skin came
to mind; compilations from National Geographic and B-rated horror films. No, inside the furnace I found the scene to be much more
peaceful. On the clay floor rested an assortment of clean white bones,
broken and sprawling in a thin layer of dust. I waved enthusiastically
inside. I don’t know where I fall on the religious spectrum, but I do
know I believe in waving to people, especially when they’re alone.
Every facet of the funeral business mimicked the furnace; I expected
horror and instead found a comforting lightness. As a funeral director,
Evans strives to eradicate the doom and gloom of funerals by tailoring
each service to fit the uniqueness of the deceased. This career takes some
creativity. When the family of a deceased canoe-maker came to Evans,
he suggested the man be placed in one of his own boats for the viewing.
Evans had a Harley Davidson rolled in to sit loyally by its rider’s casket.
Sharpie markers were commonplace at one memorial where friends
and families wrote notes on the casket. It is common in Missoula for
families to prefer a party rather than a religious ceremony as a sendoff.
When I lost a close friend of mine, her memorial service was devoid
of planning, empathy and this personal touch seen at Garden City. The
speaker did not know her and consequently mispronounced her name.
I imagined a proper farewell for her by Evan’s planning. He would have
asked for a couple dozen pictures of her to assemble into a remembrance
video.
A good funeral director can be hard to find. The profession is littered
with scheming salesmen, preying on the vulnerability of the grieving.
Some swindlers convince families their loved one would only want the
most expensive casket, service and procession. “Why buy a Cadillac casket if he never drove a Cadillac?” asked Evans. He leads a family to the
selection room of caskets and urns and promptly leaves so as to be sure
not to impart any influence. In Missoula, the overwhelming majority
of deceased are cremated, whereas in less populated parts of Montana
burials are largely preferred. Loved ones can also be remembered in
style with necklaces equipped with ash-filled pendants.
This is a full-time job. Some nights, half a dozen people in Missoula
pass away and need to be removed from their homes or hospital. The
dead do not take Christmas off, so neither do funeral directors. Evans
lives to please his clients. It only takes one look, grateful hug or meaningful “thank you” from the survivors at the end of the day to make the
sadness surrounding his line of work bearable. “Funerals are the foundation for grieving; they get you back on the road again,” Evans said.
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Backhands to Catawba
Valley Community College
for suspending student Marc
Bechtol after he posted complaints about the school’s collaboration with HigherOne on
his Facebook wall. If administrators here tried the same tactic, they’d soon see the end of
enrollment records
Big Ups to HuHot Mongolian Grill in Missoula. On
Oct. 25, in honor of Dress Like
Genghis Day, the restaurant is
giving a free stir-fry meal to

lindsay.sanders@umontana.edu

Linds will shadow a different niche job each week, participating as much as
possible to learn the ins and outs of odd professions.
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anyone who dresses as Genghis Khan. There is nothing
quite like chowing down while
celebrating one of history’s
most infamous mass murderers.

Backhands to Attorney
General Eric Holder over his role
in Operation Fast and Furious,
which put guns in the hands of
Mexican gangs. Rep. Darrel Issa
subpoenaed the Department of
Justice for documents in a Congressional probe of the program.
It is not clear whether Vin Diesel

Valerie Rinder

will be playing the role of Holder or Issa in the film adaptation.

Big Ups to Kanye West. The
rap artist stopped by the Occupy
Wall Street protests in New York
City to show solidarity with the
crowd voicing discontent with
economic inequality and corporate greed. To truly show that he
understood the plight of the 99
percent, West came to the event
dressed down, donning a $355
Givenchy shirt and limiting himself to only three solid gold chains
around his neck.

Cover photo illustration by Tim Goessman

•CORRECTION: On Wednesday, the Kaimin inaccurately reported that Christine Bitterman will
serve five years of her sentence in prison. Bitterman will serve five years of her sentence, but could
be placed in an in-patient or intensive supervision program instead of prison.
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COT mission to change www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com

Jonathon Ambarian
for the Montana Kaimin
Faculty, students and community members told state education
leaders they are hopeful about the
future of the University of Montana College of Technology as
it expands its academic mission
and rebrands its image. Still, most
warned the changes will not happen easily.
“Building businesses is a
messy business,” said Russ Fletcher, founder of Montana Associated
Technology Roundtables. “This is
a startup.”
The Board of Regents, which
oversees all higher education in
Montana, hosted a series of listening sessions in Missoula Thursday about a new mandate that
the state’s five COTs must begin
offering the academic services of
comprehensive community colleges by 2013. These include more

general education courses, a wider
variety of associate degrees and
an easier procedure to transfer to
a four-year institution.
The university system is gathering public opinion on the possible changes by holding listening sessions in all five cities with
COTs.
Some speakers at the three
Missoula meetings saw the coming changes as a positive step that
could give the Missoula COT a
boost toward convincing the legislature to fund construction that
would address overcrowding and
outdated lab spaces.
Fletcher suggested the college
could improve its facilities and
integrate itself with the local business community by moving to
Brooks Street.
“Take a look at the Holiday
Shopping Center,” Fletcher said.
“It’d be outstanding.”

Others questioned whether a
new name and image would really change the way people look
at the college.
Bill Hillman, whose son attends the COT, suggested that
Montanans leaving high school
tend either to join the workforce
immediately or attend a four-year
institution. He said this tradition
could outweigh any changes the
COT makes.
“You may have to change that
ethic,” Hillman said.
The changes are part of Montana’s College!NOW initiative,
which promotes awareness and
use of Montana’s two-year educational programs.
John Cech, deputy commissioner for two-year education,
said 53 percent of undergraduate students in the United States
attend two-year colleges. In
See COT, page 12
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Griz expect brawl with Vikings
Daniel Mediate
Montana Kaimin

The onslaught schedule continues for the Montana Grizzlies.
They’ve faced an enforcing SEC
team in Tennessee, the defending
Football Championship Subdivision national champions in Eastern
Washington, and the top passing
attack in the FCS in Idaho State.
The Grizzlies will look to use
the experience from their season’s
résumé to capture a key conference
matchup this weekend.
“You grow as a team from week
to week, and I think that we’re maturing as a team, and we’re starting
to put it together,” senior defensive
tackle Bryan Waldhauser said.
“We’re starting to learn what it
takes to be a great football team.”
This week, Montana will look to
put the clamps on one of the country’s
top rushing attacks in Portland State.
“You go from the top passing offense in the FCS to the top running;
it’s definitely a change of mentality,” Waldhauser said. “At least for up
front, we still want to dominate the
line of scrimmage. Doesn’t matter if
a team is passing or they’re running.”
The No. 14 Grizzlies (4-2, 3-1 Big
Sky Conference) will host the Portland State Vikings (3-2, 2-1) on Saturday at 1 p.m. inside WashingtonGrizzly Stadium, as both teams vie
for position in the Big Sky.
In a physical contest a year ago,
the Grizzlies topped the Vikings 2321 in Portland on a field goal from
Brody McKnight as time expired.
This year, both teams expect a similar hard-fought battle.

“Last year was a pretty tight game,”
senior lineman Jon Opperud said.
“I think it’s definitely going to come
down to which O-line dominates more,
whether it’s ours or theirs.”
Montana leads the all-time series
with Portland State 27–11 and has
won 10 of the last 11, including six
in a row.
Portland State head coach Nigel
Burton said his team plans to approach the duel with the Grizzlies
like any other game.
“Same as every week, going
to work, focusing on the ways we
can improve and focusing on ourselves,” Burton said. “Not really
worrying about much else.”
In Montana’s last two games, the
Grizzly defense has given up -5 net
yards rushing on 33 carries.
The Grizzlies set the tone early in
their game against the Idaho State
Bengals last week. Sophomore safety Bo Tully picked off Bengal quarterback Kevin Yost on the first play
from scrimmage en route for the
Grizzlies’ most dominant defensive
performance of the season.
“I think the defense played extremely hard, physical, tackled well,
opportunistic from the first play on
when Tully got the interception on
the first play of the game,” Montana
head coach Robin Pflugrad said.
Montana held ISU to 121 total
yards and five first downs. The Bengal offense only edged into Grizzly
territory on one possession, but senior safety Mike McCord stepped
in front of Yost’s pass for a pick —
one of seven turnovers by the Bengals, mostly caused by the pressure
from the D-line.
“Four or five defensive linemen
played excellent football, causing
the quarterback to really wonder
why he wanted to be in that game,”
Pflugrad said. “Hitting him 15

Brady Moore/Montana Kaimin
Junior quarterback Gerald Kemp breaks through tackles to score a touchdown against Northern Colorado on
Saturday, Oct. 1, in Washington-Grizzly Stadium.

times, that’s incredible.”
The Griz are looking for similar
success this weekend.
Vikings’ senior quarterback
Connor Kavanaugh and All-Big
Sky running back Cory McCaffrey
lead a tricky and tough-to-defend
pistol offense for the Vikings, who
rank third in the FCS in rushing at
292 yards per game.
“Those two players, they’re two
of the best in the league,” Pflugrad
said.
“Their quarterback is like a tremendous tailback that can also
throw. Everybody thinks he’s just a
runner, but he has a quick flick of
the wrist and the ball is out of there.”

McCaffrey leads the nation in
rushing with more than 150 yards
on the ground each game. The
5-foot-9, 185-pound workhorse has
used his quick feet to give fits to opposing teams all year.
“You watch him on film, he’s
fast,” Waldhauser said. “You can
see speed on film sometimes and
go, ‘That guy is fast.’”
Last weekend, PSU gave Montana State everything the Bobcats
could handle, but the Vikings came
up just inches short.
The Vikings trailed 38-22 midway through the fourth quarter, but
scored a pair of late touchdowns to
get back in the game. After Kavana-

ugh tossed a touchdown pass with
2:52 left, PSU trailed by two. On the
ensuing two-point conversion attempt, the Bobcats halted Kavanaugh just shy of the goal line, sealing
the win.
The Grizzlies will look to counter the Vikings’ potent ground-andpound attack with budding young
running back Jordan Canada, who
added a touchdown run against
Idaho State last weekend and
helped Montana control the clock
late.
“I just hope and pray that he has
a breakout game,” Pflugrad said,
“and I’d love for it to be Saturday.”
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu

H

aley pulled on a pair of black skinny jeans, rainbow-striped socks, a pink top and a black sweater. Her short hair — jet black and pink this week
— hung over her eyes. Two black rings pierced her
lower lip. Haley’s face was a little chubby, with pale
skin marked by light freckles, not like her mother or
grandmother, whose faces are defined by their high
cheekbones.
Her grandmother, Karina Kayser, looks young
enough to be Haley’s mother. She participated in triathlons and wished Haley would try sports. Unlike
acting and writing, sports had never been Haley’s
thing. During an entire semester of Thursday night
roller-skating with Karina, Haley only let go of the
outside wall once, which ended in a trip to the hospital for a hurt wrist. She tried bowling for a season,
but never bowled over a 100, and held her pants up
with one hand while she bowled with the other.
The morning of March 29, 2009, Haley was at her
apartment in Everett, Wash., where she lived with
her mother, Serenity Salvador, and sometimes Serenity’s boyfriend. It was the Sunday before spring
break, marked by a gray sky and drizzle. She promised her mom she would check in later and left on
foot to a friend’s house.

That night,

FINDING
HALEY

I killed Haley.

Billie Loewen/Montana Kaimin
Karina Kayser stands where her granddaughter, Haley Salvador, was hit by two
cars and killed.

by Billie Loewen

A sign educates
visitors on grizzly
country near logan
pass in Glacier
National Park.

Foothills:
Mass persecution to
Federal Protection
Pages and pages of historical
writings on Glacier Park lack any
descriptions of grizzly bears wandering the landscapes.
That’s because they were gone.
People killed them all, says Chris
Servheen, the Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator and Adjunct Research Professor of Wildlife Conservation at the University of Montana.
In the early 1800s, an estimated
100,000 grizzlies roamed the states,
and their territory stretched from
Alaska to Mexico. They thrived in
every environment from the temperate rainforests in British Columbia to the desert highlands of Arizona. But westward expansion of
settlers eliminated 98 percent of the
grizzly bear’s range in the continental United States.
Of the 37 known populations in
1920, only six regions currently have
the potential to hold grizzly bears,
and only two have healthy popu-

lations — the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem (GYE) and the NCDE.
The dominant opinion from the
late 1800s through the 20th century was that every predator should
be eliminated, Servheen says.
“We killed all the wolves, and
we did a pretty good job of killing
off all the grizzly bears,” Servheen
says. “The lowest numbers of bears
were probably in the 1920s and ’30s
and numbers were probably in the
neighborhood of 200 bears in the
lower 48 states.”
More detrimental than massmarket hunting was the use of
strychnine 
— a poison ranchers

would apply to dead livestock carcasses which killed the attracted
predators and scavengers ranging
from eagles to grizzly bears.
The Endangered Species Act
passed in 1973, and the grizzly was
listed in 1975. Still, even with federal protection, the bear’s future was
uncertain. Bears, especially in Yellowstone, were accustomed to panhandling tourists for food as well as
scavenging from garbage cans and
dumps.
“We initially didn’t know whether we were going to be able to save
the bears in the Yellowstone system,” Servheen says. “It was very
much a start-with-nothing approach.”
But 40 years of conservation and
recovery work have helped bring
back the bear. There are now an estimated 1,700 grizzlies south of the
Canadian border. Of those, 95 percent live in productive areas with
available space, food and mates.
Grizzlies and humans have a
long history of conflict with and fear
of one another, and arguably more
important than increasing population numbers is educating rural
communities about how to coexist.
Grassroots efforts focus on a local approach, providing education,
bear-resistant garbage containers
and electric fencing directly to the
people. If there’s anything more optimistic than rising populations, it’s
the improving public attitudes.
“I think a lot of people feel real
positive about bears,” Servheen
says. “I’m talking about the people
who live, work and recreate in grizzly bear habitat. Those are the people who count in the future of grizzly
bears, but there’s a limit to the tolerance that people have.”

Photo courtesy of USGS
Map shows decreases in grizzly bear range since post-glacial era.

POPULATION

1920:
HUmans ≈ 548.889

Valleys:
Coexisting in
the Swan Valley
The Swan Valley is nestled between two vast wilderness areas —
the Mission Mountains and the Bob
Marshall Complex, where the densest population of humans resides
amid grizzly country.
Adam Lieberg, the conservation
program coordinator at Northwest
Connections and a founder of Swan
Valley Bear Resources, rolls out a
bear-resistant garbage container
from a garage behind the Swan
Ecosystem Center. Inside are a dozen or so similar containers, supplies
to construct electric fencing and
signs and boxes for Bear Fair.
In the early morning of Thursday, Oct. 27, a sow grizzly and her
two cubs broke into a shed where
garbage is stored at Condon Community Church. Lieberg puts the
container into the bed of his red
Chevy truck and places a packet of
information on the passenger seat.
“It’s more of a bottom-up approach,” says Lieberg, before assessing the damage at the church.
Lieberg argues there is enough ongoing research and management,
and the missing piece is focusing on
the community standpoint and education, “addressing bear mortality,
which is directly related to conflict
with private property. So far it has
worked out even better than I probably ever imagined it.”
Tom and Melonie Parker founded Northwest Connections — a
community-focused,
non-profit
organization in the Swan Valley
— in 1997. It provides educational
opportunities to University of Montana students through accredited
field courses, like Landscape and
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by craigheads
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Livelihood in the fall and a winter
field study. The group also provides
resources for the community to live
harmoniously with grizzly bears.
After a string of bad conflicts
in the valley in the early 2000s,
Lieberg and members of the Swan
Lands Coordinating Committee formed Swan Valley Bear Resources.
The group started connecting the dots, realizing conflict and
bear mortality are directly related
to available human food sources,
including livestock, dog food and
garbage containers.
Churchmember Leslie Hodgekiss
walks out the front doors of the log
cabin-style church to meet Lieberg
at his truck. They walk to the amber
shed, followed by a small crowd of
children and other church members.
Lieberg frames a muddy grizzly
bear paw on the door of the shed to
show Linnea, Hodgekiss’ daughter,
why he knows it was a grizzly. It’s
the pad and claw size, he says.
Lieberg realized recently it’s a
better strategy to go to the property
where an encounter occurred. In
the past, people went to the organization for containers and electric
fencing to install on their own. But
seeing the site is better, Lieberg says.
“When you go meet someone on
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Adam Lieberg of Swan
Valley Bear resource
delivers a bear
resistant container
to condon community
church.

eir property, oftentimes they keep
u there for an hour or two talkg about things related to bears or
ngs related to their lives,” he says.
ventually they start telling you
out the different bear encounters
d conflicts that they’ve had, and
ht there you have an education
portunity.”
At the same time Swan Valley
ar Resources started its bearistant garbage container proam, it organized its first Bear Fair
d Spring Bear Wake Up Social in
07. Both are entertaining educanal events, where professionals in
e bear world give presentations on
earch, recovery or conservation
it pertains to the Swan Valley.
“I think the idea of Swan Valley
ar Resources is huge,” says Krista
arre, a senior studying resource
nservation. “We have people who
e in these areas, but bears and
ople aren’t mutually exclusive. I
nk they’ve done a lot of work to
minate these conflicts as best as
ssible.”
Kaarre worked as a summer inn at Northwest Connections and
rked on the USGS grizzly DNA
oject with Lieberg. She took the
iversity of Montana Landscape
d Livelihood field study in the fall
2010.

Mountains:
Bulging at the seams
At the Glacier National Park field
station, U.S. Geological Survey researchers collect bear hair samples
as part of the NCDE Grizzly Bear
DNA project.
Containers filled with used
equipment for inventory — water filters, stoves and white gas —
sprawl across the field station. Chris
Brown, the data entry secretary,
taps away at her computer, entering
field data, tree numbers and bear
species from yellow sample envelopes that are filed away in shelves
surrounding her.
Last month wrapped up year
three of its most recent project in
the Greater Glacier Ecosystem and
NCDE, using the natural habits of
bears.
Bears use trees as scratching
posts. No one understands completely why they do, but the best
guesses are to mark their territory
or simply for pleasure.
The NCDE contains well over
5,000 marked rub trees, power
poles, fences and signs. Over the
course of the summer an army of
field technicians and interns are
broken into sub-units and sent into
the backcountry for up to a month

2004:
HUmans ≈ 901,901

2010:
HUmans ≈ 989,415

Bears ≈ 1,200

Bears ≈ 1,700

2000

2010

three cub grizzlies
follow their mother
into huckleberry
bushes on flattop
mountain in glacier
national park.
at a time. Three times between June
and October, crews hike across the
4,000-plus mile trail network on
nine-day hitches to collect hair from
every single tree.
They do this to pinpoint the grizzly population growth rate, and to
supplement the Fish, Wildlife and
Parks’ estimate of a 3 percent increasing annual trend.
“The state of Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks took the lead on
population trend,” said principal investigator and USGS Research Biologist Kate Kendall. “But monitoring
grizzly bear status is an interagency
effort.”

Conflict
in swan valley

Continues to page 8
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I

DIDN’T TALK ABOUT IT. The closest I came to admitting what I’d
seen and done was the night of my 19th birthday — 10 days after
Haley’s death. Using a fake I.D., I drank too much at the James Bar and
was kicked out. The shock of her death had put me in a trance, and the
alcohol broke it. I lay on a downtown Missoula sidewalk, too drunk to
walk, and cried until my brother eventually picked me up and cradled
me in his arms. He put my limp body in his truck, then I cried until he
got me home and I passed out.
Over the next few months, I’d see girls with pink hair on campus
and I would follow them, wondering if they were anything like Haley. I
only knew her by the way she looked on one night of her life, so I filled
her personality in with any stranger wearing rainbow socks or with lip
rings.
My mother found Karina’s email address in the comment section of
online news stories about Haley’s death. They began emailing, hoping
to console each other. Karina and I became Facebook friends, where I
stalked her pictures of Haley for hours trying to piece together who she
was.
The whole first year, Karina said, Haley’s family felt like zombies,
numb from the pain. The guilt of Haley’s death sent Serenity into a
binge of alcohol and drugs.
“It wasn’t just Haley I lost,” Serenity said. “I lost my apartment, my
job, all my things. I was at the bottom.” She was hospitalized three times
after attempting suicide.
“I lost my identity,” Serenity said, “For 15 years I was Haley’s mom.
Then who was I?”
Karina said it was as if Serenity had nearly lost her soul. It’s like a
fairy tale you live everyday. She doesn’t call, she doesn’t show up at the
door, she doesn’t come home.
“I could still smell her,” Karina said, holding a lock of pink hair the
coroner had cut for her. “I could still feel her skin.”
Four months after Haley’s death, I traveled to northern Uganda. Even
in the midst of starvation, poverty and the pain of war, thoughts of Haley haunted me at night. I dreamed of her, of the night she died, every
night for almost a year. I dreamed I killed babies while she watched; I
dreamed she pushed my shopping cart through grocery stores, limping
heavily on her broken leg. I dreamed I waited for her on the side of that
spot on I-5, telling her to get in my car so I could take her home.
Haley was my war — I was fighting to forget her but also to know
her. I knew my pain was nothing compared to her family’s. I fought the
guilt, knowing I had brought that pain to them.
I was supposed to meet Karina and Serenity at the ceremony on the
first anniversary of Haley’s death. Karina emailed me, asking me to
come. More than 100 people gathered at the Everett Mall, overlooking
the spot where Haley died. They released hundreds of pink balloons.
One of the boys Haley left with the night she died showed up. Serenity
was drunk.
I was in Seattle to attend, but the guilt and shame I knew I’d feel
when I saw Serenity was too much. I sent flowers instead.
The first year of Haley’s absence turned into the second.
“The second year is the hardest,” Karina said. “The first year you
have a coating, a protection. Then the fairytale ends. Suddenly, it’s all
real.”
Karina lost hope that Serenity would ever be healthy. Haley’s friends
and cousins got older, but Haley stayed frozen in time.
“I think about what she would be like now,” Karina said. “She would
be maturing into a young woman. She probably would have outgrown
the goth stage. We just started to see this change before she died.”
Serenity or Karina would post on Facebook that they missed Haley
on Christmas, her birthday and on ordinary, unsuspecting days and I
would bow my head in silent shame. I had witnessed the most intimate
moment of Haley’s life and I didn’t even know her. Two years later, she
still haunted me. What I needed was for Haley to be real. To bear carrying her with me, I needed to know her.
Almost two years after her death, I drove on I-5 north through Seattle
to meet Karina.

I

PULLED INTO THE DRIVEWAY OF KARINA’S HOUSE, a sunset
reflecting off Lake Goodwin. She ran outside and pulled me into a
hug. I knew Karina and I would bond immediately; from the two years
of emailing, I felt I already knew her. We watched Animal Planet and
ate pizza while she pulled out boxes of Haley’s things to show me: pictures, the funeral guest book filled with notes from her friends, childhood art, and, most touching, her writing samples.
Two days later, Karina and I drove three hours south of Seattle to
meet Serenity, where she was 28 days into an in-patient drug and alcohol rehabilitation program. I was scared. Serenity and I had very little
contact over the past two years. I feared I only represented one thing
to her: the girl who killed her daughter. Karina was scared of who we
would find when we arrived.
See next page

1. Karina Kayser and her daughter, Serenity Salvador, a few days after Serenity completed 32 days in an in-patient drug
and alcohol rehabilitation program.
2. After Haley’s death, a friend of the Salvador
family made two quilts from Haley’s clothing. Serenity kept one with her while she was in rehab.
3. Serenity Salvador shows off the tattoos she got to commemorate her
daughter, Haley Brooks Salvador.
photos courtesy of Karina Kayser
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from previous page
Karina had not gone to see
Serenity. She had failed rehab too
many times, and Karina wasn’t
sure if her daughter would ever
be able to get clean and stay clean.
However, Karina said, over the
last few months a shift had occurred in Serenity. She had started
to smile, to laugh, to communicate
and cry. She had begun to feel
again. This time, she’d checked
herself into rehab by choice.
We pulled up to a multiple-structure compound in the middle of the
Washington wilderness. I smoked a
cigarette before going in. My whole
body was shaking from the nerves.
Inside, Serenity looked just like her
pictures, but thinner. She ran to her
mother, both of them crying, and
they hugged and kissed. Then she
turned to me and pulled me into a
hug.
We sat at a big, square table in
the library, a corner of the small
cafeteria with one wall of books.
Serenity said over the past 28 days
she learned a lot about herself —
how conditioned she was to lying,
how codependent she and her
boyfriend had been on each other.
At first, Serenity said, she didn’t
see the point of rehab.
“I didn’t want to be here,” she
said. “I couldn’t see how anything
we were doing was relevant.”
Then she was given an assignment to complete in front of the

other 21 patients. She had to address Haley as if she were alive,
sitting before her. Haley’s picture
was put in a chair across from her.
“It was cruel,” Serenity said.
“But there wasn’t a dry eye in the
place. I never could have done that
before, but I did it.”
Afterward, the youngest boy
at the facility, who had just turned
18, told Serenity her story had
moved him; he never wanted his
mother to experience the pain Serenity felt.
“At first, I didn’t want anyone
to know I was here,” Serenity said.
“But fuck it. I’m proud I’m here.
I’m honoring my daughter in a
way I never could.”
Serenity said she planned to
attend support meetings three
days a week after her release. She
wasn’t going to see her boyfriend.
She decided to stay in rehab 32
days, to be there through the second anniversary of Haley’s death.
“My counselor told me I should
be somewhere on that day that I
felt proud,” Serenity said.
Although it was raining, we
still went outside for a cigarette
and Serenity introduced us to the
other patients. They all knew who
Karina and I were and the role
we played in Serenity’s life. They
were eager to tell us stories of how
Serenity had helped them here.
She made one man pinky promise
her that he would stay clean, and

that promise was like gold to him.
Serenity said she is still searching for her purpose, her calling in
the outside world. She knows she
has one; she is just digging it out
from under years of addiction.
“I am finally honoring Haley,”
Serenity said.
Serenity shared the answers
to another assignment with me:
With 21 different answers, she
completed the statement, “Billie, I
need you to know ... ”
#4: You don’t need to feel guilty.
#9: You remind me of my
daughter.
#12: I was a good mom.
#14: I’m sorry for how much
this has affected your life.
#21: I love you.
After that, and for the first time,
it felt good to talk about Haley.
As she walked us out of the rehab facility, Serenity stopped and
looked at me.
“You remind me of Haley,” she
told me. “I love you.”

T

he night Haley died, an officer
of the scene said I should have
bought a lottery ticket, since the
odds of randomly hitting someone on the freeway were probably
as rare as winning the Powerball.
It took nearly a year for the dreams
to subside and two years for me to
talk about Haley.
It was supposed to get easier
with time, but that’s not true. I still
think about Haley every day. But
in those three days with Karina,
Haley came to life for me. It was
as if I could hear her laugh, see her
with her friends and understand
her personality, just from Karina’s
memories.
When Karina and I drove back
to her house from the rehab facility, we came around the bend to
where Haley had died two years
before and a rainbow we couldn’t

see until that moment arched
the freeway. Two hawks circled
above, which Karina said is her
spirit animal.
It sounds stupid, but in that moment I felt like Haley forgave me.
In my heart, I thanked Haley, for
letting me experience a glimpse of
her family’s love.
More than I had in two years,
I healed.
billie.loewen@umontana.edu
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Draught Works

New brewery, more Missoula beer — how can this be bad?

ON
THE

TOWN
Camillia Lanham
Montana Kaimin

It tastes like it smells — roasted
coffee mixed with a little bit of
cream. It’s dark and smooth, dry
but not bitter. It’s delicious.
Gwin Du Oatmeal Stout is one
of the three beers Missoula’s newest brewery, Draught Works, has
been pouring since it opened last
Friday.
The other two, Clothing Optional Pale Ale and Scepter Head
IPA, are not your typically hopped
Missoula ales. If you like the flavor
of beer without killing your taste
buds, the mellow, malty Clothing
Optional will please with just a
kick of English hops on the tail end.
Hopheads, on the other hand,
will find Draught Works IPA a

more familiar brew. But rather
than the citrusy hop-bomb, typical
of most northwestern IPAs, Scepter
Head delivers more tropical flavors. The seven-time hopped brew
has enough bitterness to dry out
the taste buds and leaves room for
another sip.
This Friday Drought Works
will be adding a fourth, Shadowcaster Altbier. It’s a German-style
brown ale, brewed like an ale, but
fermented like a lager. Brewer Jeff
Grant said Altbier is a starter beer
for those who haven’t had many
craft brews. The longer fermentation time enables the beer to mellow out, removing some of the
harsher ale-like flavors.
And there are more beers on
deck. Another brew Draught
Works wants to make a mainstay
is the Quill Pig Czech Pilsner, but it
won’t be ready for at least a couple
more weeks. Grant said they plan
to pour cask-conditioned ales as
well.
“We can’t believe no one else is
doing it,” he said.
Cask ales are naturally carbonated, traditionally served at room
temperature and hand-pumped
out of the cask. Grant said he has
a vanilla bean oatmeal stout and
a chili pepper IPA fermenting in
casks right now. Unfortunately, he

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Bartender Maggie Springer pours a pint of Scepter Head IPA Thursday night at the Draught Works Brewery.

also said they won’t be ready for a
couple weeks.
But the taproom is open and
busy, even with just three beers on
tap. And along with this Friday’s
fourth tap premiere, the El Cazador taco truck will make an ap-

pearance from 4 – 8 p.m.
If you’re starving and don’t want
to leave, but tacos aren’t your thing,
Draught Works sells Le Petit Outre
bread rolls and Lifeline cheese
curds. Zimorino’s and Philly West
takeout menus can also be found

on the bar. Both deliver.
The beers are $4 and the brewery is open from 12 – 8 p.m. It’s located at 915 Toole Ave., next to the
newly opened Freestone Climbing
Gym.

camilli
a.lanham@umontana.edu
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World traveler: Mandela van Eeden
Lecture showcases adventure, life lessons
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin
Mandela van Eeden first got
her feet wet on a University of
Montana orientation whitewater
rafting trip when she was 17 years
old. The float trip opened her eyes
to the world of adventure sports
and whitewater guiding.
“Wait a second, these people
are actually paid?” she remembered asking. “You can be paid to
take people down the river?”
And that’s where it all began
for van Eeden. She started to volunteer with UM’s Outdoor Program, then became a river guide
and started freelancing for local
rafting companies.
Now, her guiding takes her all
over the world. Most recently, she
spent eight months guiding three
expeditions on the Orange River
in Namibia and South Africa — a
gnarly desert river with plenty of
Class IV and V whitewater. Her
experiences on this trip were the
subject of her Thursday night lec-

ture, “Expedition Africa: Desert
Whitewater & Township Stories,”
an event sponsored by the Outdoor Program.
Between the expeditions, van
Eeden would travel to different
townships in South Africa to interview their residents about the
lingering effects of apartheid and
other sensitive subjects. The interview process was nothing new to
the well-traveled van Eeden, who
often takes the time to document
the stories of the different people
she meets on her travels.
She started traveling early
in life — her mother has been a
flight attendant for 42 years —
and fell in love with globetrotting.
Besides spending time in Missoula, San Francisco and South
Africa, van Eeden would take
a minimum of two trips a year
with her family because her mom
could get discounted tickets as a
United Airlines employee.
“I spent a little bit of my childhood in Africa, a little bit of my
childhood in America and a little

PISSED?

PLEASED?

PETRIFIED?

Write a letter.

Please email letters of 300 words or fewer to
opinion@montanakaimin.com, or drop them
off in Don Anderson Hall 208. Please include a
phone number. Letters are printed on Thursdays.

bit of my childhood traveling
with my mom,” van Eeden said.
“I was always on the move.”
As a student at UM, van Eeden
worked at the Outdoor Program
from 2005 – 2010 guiding trips
and teaching classes. Herb Ahl,
the program’s student manager
said she’s a well-known figure
both on campus and around
town, mostly because of her willingness to share her ventures
with people, both in lectures and
in person.
“She’s very approachable
about her adventures,” he said.
Prior lectures van Eeden’s given at UM have covered her many
other adventures, from exploring
underground tunnels in eastern
and southeastern Asia to discovering new species of dinosaurs in
Patagonia.
“My dream job is to be an adventure show host on the Travel
Channel or something like that,”
she said. “I think there’s a lot more
we can do than just telling people
where to travel — to actually edu-

cate them on other cultures.”
Abolishing stereotypes is also
high on van Eeden’s list of goals.
Her travels to places like the Killing Fields in Cambodia, where
more than a million people were
massacred by dictator Pol Pot between 1975 and 1979, have taught
her the cost of the word “hate,”
which she said she tries not to use.
Instead, she said she tries to appreciate everyone for their differences — something she attempts
to convey with her interviews
and lectures.
“Different people, different
shapes of people, that’s what
makes the world an interesting
place,” she said.
By exposing audiences to a variety of cultures and people she
highlights in her interviews, she
said she hopes to foster a greater
appreciation for the diversity that
makes the world a great place.
Van Eeden said her lectures are
also a way to inspire people to
travel, something she said she
thinks is an important step to ap-

preciating diversity.
“Just exposing yourself to
something different is important,” she said. “Try something
new, expose yourself to something different so that you’re less
shocked at stuff. There’s a famous
quote out there, and I don’t remember who said it, but it’s ‘The
world is a book and those who
do not travel read only a page,’ or
something like that.”
Her advice to people interested
in traveling to Africa? Take your
shoes off.
“Don’t wear your shoes in
Africa — well, make sure you
wear your shoes at night when
all the scorpions are around and
all that,” she said. “When you arrive in Cape Town, if you want to
fit in, don’t wear shoes. You don’t
have to wear shoes in the grocery stores, or in the nice coffee
shops, maybe in the restaurants.
But even then, I’ve gone to a really
fancy restaurant with no shoes
on — it’s not a big deal, this is Africa.”
emily.downing@umontana.edu

COT
From page 3
Montana, the number is only 27
percent.
Cech said expanding two-year
programs will appeal to students
who might not be interested in
attending a four-year institution.
He said this could increase the
number of adults between 25 and
64 who attend college in Montana.
In May, the Regents adopted
their first comprehensive mission
statement for Montana’s two-year
institutions.
“The Board of Regents want
the five COTs to look, to feel, to
respond like comprehensive community colleges,” Cech said.
The transition will not be completed by December 2013, but each
COT will be expected to have
made significant progress toward
the new model, Cech said. Com-

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611.
FOR SALE
Used furniture & appliance on sale now at
Donation Warehouse.
www.donationwarehouse.net
We got nukes! New shipment of Discraft
folf discs. Come get ‘em! The Joint Effort
1918 Brooks Street. Holiday Village
Shopping Center
New shipment of shisha just in. New
hookahs, two sizes of charcoal.
1918 Brooks. St. Holiday Shopping
Center.

montanakaimin

Office Staff

ments about the proposed changes can be sent to jcech@montana.
edu.
On Tuesday afternoon, Sheila
Stearns, Commissioner of Higher
Education, also hosted a meeting
at the DoubleTree Hotel to ask
Missoula residents about their
perceptions of Montana higher
education and what qualities they
wanted in her successor.
Stearns has announced she
will step down from her position
this spring.

PARTING SHOT

jonathon.ambarian@umontana.edu

Billie Loewen/Montana Kaimin
RIGHT: On March 29, 2011, Karina
Kayser stands in the spot where her
granddaughter, Haley, died two years
before. Haley’s family called her
“rainbow girl,” and on this day a rainbow arches over the freeway where
Haley died.
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R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

RENTAL COSTUMES
Carlo’s rents costumes open everyday
12-8pm. Wigs, tights, pettiecoats,
543-6350
PERSONALS
Life. Without the Hangover. Join us
Monday, Oct. 17th @ 6p.m. room 333 of
the UC. Enjoying Life Sober: Providing
students who are abstaining from alcohol
or other substances and/or in recover an
opportunity to meet, socialize, and engage
in drug-free and alcohol-free activities
without the pressures of college drinking
and substance abuse.
SERVICES
Reliable pc/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2011. Student discounts!

136 E. Broadway Computer
Central 542-6540
Plenty of teeth cleaning appointments
available at Curry Health Center Dental
Clinic. Call us at 243-5445
Laundry: SOUTH CAMPUS LAUNDRY.
Self-service, 9a.m.-9p.m. daily. WIFI.
Facebook daily specials. 2301 S. Higgins
(Near Dornblaser field)

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

Chevy sleeper van, Small Wonders futon,
oak cupboards, frame, kitchen, Yakima
roof racks and box, low mileage, good
shape. Owners leaving country. Must
sell soon! $2,500 All offers considered.
241-7241Marissa
HELP WANTED
Direct Care- Night & weekend hours
assisting adults w/disabilities in their
day-to-day living. Applications available
at OPPORTUNITY RESOURCES, INC.,
2821 S. Russell, Missoula MT 59801, or
online at opportunityresources.org then go
to careers. Extensive background checks
will be completed. No resumes.
EOE. No history of abuse, neglect/
exploitation.

AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Nic Headlee
Kinsey Netzorg

VAN DRIVER-PT position responsible
for transportation of elderly and disabled
adults. Excellent driving record required.
Sunday: 7:30a-5:30p. $9.25/hr.
Closes: 10/18/11, 5P. Valid MT drivers
license. No History of Abuse,
Neglect/Exploitation
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
Carlo’s costumes, wigs, makeup, fishnets,
1000’s of rentals. 109 3rd St. 543-6350
FAB COSTUME RENTALS
Wigs, corsets, gloves, fishnets, gogo boots,
Madonna, afros, Austin P., medieval,
colored tuxes, 1000’s more. 109 3rd St.
Everyday 12-8pm. Call 543-6350

Ashley Oppel
Lauren Hall
Katie Gullickson

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

WHERE TO RENT COSTUMES

Carlo’s 109 3rd st. 543-6350 1000’s
of costumes. Pirates, flappers, sheiks,
Marilyn, 80’s, 70’s, fabulous costumes
everyday 12-8pm.
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